
Barberry Homes, LLC

Builder of Fine Custom Homes

10 Speen Street

Framingham, MA 01701

508-651-0025

Board of Selectmen

Medfield Town House

459 Main Street

Medfield, MA 02052

Re: Lot 3 Ice House Road

Dear Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a proposal to Ground lease the 11.2 acre parcel known

as "Lot 3 Ice House Road". After walking the property and reviewing the town's rules and regulations as

they pertain to the site, we have regrettably decided not to submit a formal proposal. However, we

thought it might be helpful for the town to have the benefit of our review process.

We are interested in developing a much needed Assisted Living Facility in Medfield which would

serve to enhance the available choices for Medfield's senior citizens to age in their town, rather than

having to reiocate due to the lack of available options. We have been reviewing various sites in town

for well over a year and, unfortunately, have been unable to find a viabie option that does not require a

town vote to accommodate an assisted living use. Between the town's zoning bylaws, lot coverage

ratios, and buffer requirements, we can't seem to find a viable site in Medfield short of waiting for the

Medfield State Hospital site to become available.

With specific reference to Lot 3 Ice House Road, the 11.2 acre site is encumbered by alSO ft

buffer zone (see Zoning Bylaw 6.2.8). Additionally, it is encumbered by a 200 ft setback under the Rivers

Act. And finally, there is a 100 ft setback from the existing wetlands located on the site. Bottom line

due to existing zoning and wetlands regulations this 11.2 acre site may have only about two acres of

usable land, hardly enough to accommodate a first class Assisted living Community.

From a planning prospective, the section of the Medfield State Hospital slated to be senior

housing is an outstanding site, high on a bluff overlooking the Charies River. Locating sites that allow

seniors to walk to services and amenities such as shopping and volunteer options are important



•

considerations when developing an Assisted Living Community. So, in addition to the State Hospital, a

downtown location or a location near the existing Senior Center would be most desirable.

Unfortunately, the process of leasing out a pre-defined parcel of property on Ice House Lane

without a thoughtful planning process will never lead to an outcome that includes senior housing within

walking distance of the existing senior center. Medfield may want to reconsider the Ice House area and

work towards an outcome that encourages uses that reflect a vision defined through a comprehensive

planning process.

We strongly believe that Medfield should include an Assisted Living use on Ice House Lane to

complement the town's existing investment in its Senior Center. What a wonderful location for seniors

who want to stay in town and remain actively involved in making a contribution to their home town.

We would be happy to meet with representatives of the Town of Medfield and share our

complete review of: a) available options for senior housing in Medfield; and b) our review of Lot 3 Ice

House Road. Thanks again for this opportunity to participate.

Sincerely,

Jim Williamson

Barberry Homes


